
BOARD OF HEALTH 
Bangs Community Center: Room 101 

Minutes 
 
 
 
March 24, 2011 
 
BOH Members:  David Ahlfeld, Jennifer Brown, Maria Bulzacchelli, David Kaufman 
BOH Excused: Nancy Gilbert 
Staff:  Julie Federman, Pamela Field-Sadler 
 
Meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. 
 

I. Review & Receive 
 A.  Meeting Minutes 
       1. Meeting Minutes from February 22, 2011 – Approved 
                       
II. New Business 

A. Nomination of Animal Inspectors 
The Board of Health (BOH) received nomination forms from the 
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) for Animal 
Inspector. 
Motion: Ms. Bulzacchelli made the motion, seconded by Ms. Brown, to 
nominate Carol Hepburn and Michael Katz, DVM as Animal Inspectors for 
the Town of Amherst.                                                  Vote: Unanimous 

 
III. Old Business 

A. Amherst Board of Health Regulations for Private Wells 
The Board of Health (BOH) members reviewed the correspondence notifying 
well drillers that the Amherst Board of Health Regulations for Private Wells 
have been amended effective March 15, 2011. A legal notice was also 
published in the Daily Hampshire Gazette, and the regulation can be found on 
the town website. 

B. Update: 27 Montague Road, Amherst 
Ms. Federman reported, as directed by the Board of Health (BOH), she has 
completed an inspection of the dishwasher at 27 Montague Road. After 
witnessing a complete ninety minute cycle of the dishwasher, Ms. Federman 
observed no pooled water in the well of the dishwasher. Ms. Federman 
explained she had received a copy of the report completed by a private 
investigator hired by the tenant of the property; the report shows, after an 
inspection which included running the dishwasher through a full cycle, the 
private investigator did not observe water pooling in the dishwasher. Ms. 
Federman will issue a Letter of Compliance as directed by the BOH. 

 
IV. Director’s Report 

A. Annual Report 
The Annual Report submittal is coming due. The Board of Health (BOH) 
agreed the format used for past reports offers an informative view of the 
responsibilities of the Health Department and the business undertaken by the 
BOH. Ms. Federman will compose a draft report to be forwarded to the BOH 
for review and comments. 



B. Assistant Sanitarian 
Edmund Smith has been hired to fill the vacant Assistant Sanitarian position. 
Mr. Smith, who began working on March 21, 2011, has experience in the 
areas of building and maintenance. Mr. Smith will be responsible for the 
contracted twenty hours per week of inspectional services to the City of 
Northampton. 

C. Tobacco Pricing Assessment 
This spring the Mount Tom Tobacco Coalition will be completing an 
assessment of tobacco prices in Amherst to determine if tobacco prices are 
being cut in an effort to encourage tobacco purchases by students. The 
Amherst Health Department will be joining the Mount Tom Tobacco 
Coalition in a few months, and tobacco compliance checks will begin again.  

D. National Drug Take Back 
Amherst will be participating in the National Drug Take Back Day on April 
30, 2011. There are many collection sites throughout Western Massachusetts. 
Amherst will host a collection site at the Wildwood School from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. The District Attorney’s office is providing advertising and 
informational handouts for the event. 

E. Health District Planning Grant 
Notice is expected to be received on April 1, 2011 regarding the submitted 
proposal seeking funding through the Public Health District Incentive Grant 
Program to explore the creation of a Regional Health District.  

F. Livestock By-law 
Ms. Federman and Amherst Animal Wellness Officer Carol Hepburn continue 
to participate in discussions regarding amendments to the Livestock By-law. 
Ms. Federman reported the Amherst Zoning and Planning Departments are 
considering drafting a version of this by-law which may include greater 
responsibilities for the Health Department. 

G. Let’s Move 
As part of Michelle Obama’s initiative dedicated to solving the challenge of 
childhood obesity, a Let’s Move event will take place on April 3, 2011 at the 
Amherst College Alumni Gym from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. The event, 
coordinated by local parents, will offer a variety of fun, free events to 
encourage families to exercise. The Amherst Medical Reserve Corp (MRC) 
and the Health Department will be participating. 

H. Perc Tests 
During this time of transition, the Health Department is planning to contract 
with Hillside Environmental for several hours of service to assist in the 
responsibilities associated with Perc Tests. Mr. Smith will be taking the Soil 
Evaluator course this spring. 
 

V. Schedule Next Board of Health Meeting/Agenda Closing Date 
A. The next Board of Health (BOH) meeting will be April 21, 2011. 
 

    
Meeting Adjourned: 7:50 p.m. 

 
Pamela Field-Sadler, Management Assistant 

Approved: 4/21/2011 
 

 



 
Board of Health 
March 24, 2011 

Bangs Community Center: Room 101 
Meeting Document List 

 
The following documents were available to the Board of Health during their scheduled meeting. 
These documents are available for review at the:  

Amherst Health Department, 70 Boltwood Walk, Amherst, MA 01002 
 

§ Meeting Agenda 
§ Meeting Minutes: February 22, 2011 (draft) 
§ Nomination of Animal Inspectors 

1. Correspondence from Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) 
2. Inspector Nomination Forms 

§ Amherst Board of Health Regulations for Private Wells Correspondence  
1. List of area Well Drillers 
2. Correspondence sent to Well Drillers 

§ Annual Report 
1. Correspondence from Select Board Chair Stephanie O’Keeffe and Town Manager 

John Musante 
2. Health Department and Board of Health FY09 Annual Report 

 
 


